
Graffiti in Kingston – Excerpt:  Removal from Porous Surfaces 

2.1.1  Porous Surfaces 
 
The first step of the removal process is the application of Eco Porous*.  This product will 
remove most new marks with a single application, however sometimes, especially on 
very old graffiti, a shadow of the original remains on the wall.  Over time exposure to the 
sun will fade this ‘ghost’.  If desired Eco Shadow can be applied to remove the 
remainder.  Again, if the graffiti is very old a very slight mark may still be visible, 
however, it will fade upon exposure to the sun. Though Downtown Kingston! generally 
removes graffiti from porous surfaces with the aid of a pressure washer, these products 
also have directions for use without a pressure washer.  Testing with agitation using a 
heavy scrub brush and a simple spray bottle, to simulate the most drastic removal 
situation, has produced extremely favorable results surpassing other products tested.  A 
simple hose, aided by a faucet adapter where the correct faucet threading is not present, 
can also be used to wash the surface of the building. Upon purchase, information sheets 
accompany the aforementioned removal products.1 These sheets include the types of 
surfaces they can be used on, safety considerations and product application instructions.  
Ensure that you abide by the recommended safety protection including gloves and 
goggles, especially when handling ‘Eco Shadow’, as contact with skin may cause 
irritation.  
 
Note: In some cases when applied to red spray paint the red will turn navy blue.  This 
colouring will be removed with the rest of the marking. 
 
New graffiti is exponentially easier to remove than old graffiti, especially spray 
paint on a porous surface.  If you can still smell the paint, the mark will be relatively 
easy to remove.  Spray paint consists of three components; a pigment, a binder and 
a solvent.  The solvent keeps the paint in liquid form, once it has been sprayed the 
solvent slowly evaporates.  The sooner you remove the graffiti, the less likely it is 
that the solvent has had time to evaporate and the binder time to set, thus the time 
and effort required for the removal process is dramatically decreased.  Also studies 
show that the most effective method of deterring vandals is rapid removal.  If the 
graffiti is removed within 24 hours, graffiti writers will cease to waste their time and 
supplies as it undermines their efforts for peer recognition.   
 
 
2.1.1.1  Permanent Marker on a Porous Surface 
 
Smooth, porous surfaces are frequent targets for permanent marker.  Removing a mark of 
this nature will take a considerable number of applications.  Using a combination of both 
Eco Shadow and Eco Porous will be beneficial to reduce the number of applications and 
therefore the time required for removal.  Eco Shadow is not as viscous as Eco Porous and 
thus does not cling to smooth, porous substrates as readily.  An application of Eco 
Shadow followed shortly after by an application of Eco Porous works well in this type of 

                                                 
1 Copies of these information sheets as well as the associated MSDS (Material Safety Data Sheets) can be 
found in Appendix C 
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situation.  Agitation of the surface using a sturdy scrub brush periodically as the product 
is working is recommended as well. 

 

2.1.1.2  Heavy Graffiti Applications  
 

Extremely heavy applications of graffiti require several product applications, as layers of 
paint need to be removed.  A combination of Eco Porous and Eco Shadow will speed up 
this process as well.  Apply Eco Porous to the surface and wait the recommended time.  
Do not rinse the product off.   A thin layer of Eco Shadow can then be applied overtop of 
the first application, agitated with the paint brush or a scrub brush to work the product in 
and then allowed to stand the recommended time again.  For best results the wall should 
then be rinsed with a pressure washer.  Though this speeds up removal, the process may 
need to be repeated depending on the number of layers of paint that has been applied to 
the surface as well as the age of the paint. 

 
 
* Note:  Since the time of publication, the names of the removal products have changed.  
Eco Porous is now Elephant Snot.  A new product, Rhino Blast has also been created that 
works extremely well using cold water.  This product can be substituted for Elephant 
Snot.  Both MSDS are attached. 
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